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Ma difeulſion bu of late been ley 
ed on the nature of the SLAVE TRADE, 
and of WEST IN DIA SLAVERY. The Evi- 
. dence produced before the Houſe of Commons 
on thoſe ſubjecis, is ſo. clear and pointed, as to 
render not only a total Abolition highly neceſ- 
ſary, but any avoidable delay criminal to an 
extreme degree. That Evidence, however, 
ſeems to have failed in producing its natural 
effect upon the minds of a majority of that 
Houſe—or if they were convinced of the ma- 
nifeſt 1NJUSTICE of the Slave Trade (which 
is more than probable) we have to lament, that 
the operation of that conviction was counter- 
afted by an INFLUENCE, not leſs ſhameful 
and iniquitous, than he cauſe for which it was 
_ exerted. * 

Conſidering the e flate of the 8 
ſentation of the People, this inatiention to tbe 
voice of reaſon and humanity, cannot be mat- 
ter of much ſurpriſe. But to whatever cauſe 
ve may be diſpoſed to aſcribe. the conduct of 
Parliament, the PRO LE have evidently the 
means of redreſs in their on hands. There 
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1 
exiſts no law by which they are obliged to uſe 
the Produce of the Weſt India Iſlands they 
have only to lay a reſtraint upon themſelves 
individually, to ABSTAIN FROM THE CON- 
' SUMPTION OF THAT PRODUCE, and the end 
muſt eventually be accompliſhed. 

The Revenue ariſing from the Home- Con- 
ſumption of Sugar and Rum has, for many years, 
been very conſiderable—in proportion, there. 
fore to the decreaſe of that Conſumption, muſt 
be the faulure of the impoſt thereby raiſed. 


And if, as is generally believed, the MiNt1s- 
_ TRY are divided on the queſtion reſpetting the 


ABOLITION, nothing ſeems ſo likely to unite 
them 1 in ſupport of that juſt neceſſary meaſure, 
as the proſpect of a certain diminution of RE- 


VENUE, if it be not ſpeedily effected. At all 


events, the People at large will be free from the 


| guilt of promoting a traffic, which is equally at 


variance with the true principles of Commerce, 


and * en of en and W 
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Sourhwank, W. A. * 


5 January 9. 1792. 
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1s it not the Dory of the PEOPLE of Hae 
"LAND, ifrom à principle of Morar 
"OBL1cATION and regard to their NA- 
TIONAL CHARACTER, to abſtain from 
the ConsuUmPTion of WESTH INDIA 
' PRODUCE: till the SLAVE TraDE is 


_ aboliſhed, and meaſures are e for 


1 the Abolition of Rant ? 


8 : 


Mr. Onarnan,) FFC 


1 FEEL a conſiderable * 
of webe in being able to ſay, that 1 
rank among the number of thoſe who 
abftain from the Conſumption of Weſt 
India Produce— that 1 am induced to 
this, not from an affectation of ſingu- 
larity, but from a firm perſuaſion of 


Duty —and that I regard it as a duty 


which no conſiderations of pleaſure, or 
convenience ſhould ſet aſide. bh. 


4 6 3 
This Duty, Sir, is both rea! and im- 


portant, though its novelty may have 


excited, in ſome minds, ſentiments of 
ridicule and contempt. There are per- 
ſons, capable of treating the moſt ſo- 
lemn, and long-eſtabliſhed truths. with 
levity and indifference; and if this 
were to weigh againſt their reception, 
there is not one good principle of which 
the human mind might not be deprived, 
nor ſcarcely any duty, however proper 
and neceſſary, of which we might not be 
excuſed the performance. It was a 
lively remark of the pious Mr. Hervey, 


that the whim of making ridicule the iet 


of truth, ſeems as ſuitable to the nature and 
fitneſs of things, as to place Harlequin in 
the ſeat of Lord Chief Juſtice. The ſadt 
indeed is, that ridicule is not the teſt of 
truth, but truth is the teſt of ridicule ; 
and were it not, ſtill the ſubje& before 
us would demand a ſerious and ſober 
diſcuſſion. 

In ſpeaking to he Queſtion, vis. 1 
hall endeavour to illuſtrate the Nature: 
and - Importance of the Duty therein 
3 ſtated. - 5 


The 


} 


5 q + 9 
The Dur of abſtaining: from as 
Conſumption of Weſt India Produce, 


ariſes out of the Connection which 
ſubſiſts between the Conſumer of hat 
produce, and the Means by which i it is 
culcivated. 2 


That conneQtion,: Sie, is more cloſe 
and direct than ſome. perſons may be 


willing to admit. The CoxsunIA of | 


Weſt India Produce, may be conſidered 


as the Maſter-ſpring that gives motion 


and effect to the whole Machine of 


Cruelties — for him ultimately, the expe» 
dition to Africa is firſt concerted - ſor 


bim the Britiſh ſailor, naturally averſe 


to the ſervice, is firſt kidnapped, and 


then literally tranſported to the regi- 


ons of diſeaſe and death for him a 

fertile country is annually plundered of 
its Natives, and thereby prevented from 
being civilized for him the horrors of 


the Middle Paſſage are realized, thoſe 


ſcenes of dejection and deſpair; So 
much Miſery condenſed in fo little room; 
as Mr. Wilberforce emphatically _ 


ſcribed it—for him—but- it is unne- 
_ Fellary here, to charatterize either the 
n niuman 


inhuman traffic, or that abjeQ perſonal 

Slavery which, of conſequence, pre- 
vails in the Britiſh Iflands—it/is a c//ain 
of WxrrenzDN Ess every link of which 
is ſtained with blood! and it involves 


% 


in equal criminality the Arzican TrA- 
DER—the WEST INDIA ad ag 
ER— and the BRITISH Consument 5 
| Nothing can be more evident (at lea | 
to my apprehenſion) than that the Con- 
\$UMER of Teſt India Produce is the prin- 

| "bu cauſe, both of the continuance of 
the SLave Tap, and of the preva- 
lence of SLA VERY. For, I would aſſc, 
why is the Slave Trade purſued at all? 
Is it not to ſupply the Planters: with 

men to cultivate their lands? and why 
are the lands cultivated, if not to fur- 
niſni the people of Europe with their 
produce? It muſt be clear then, that 
if that produce were not conſumed, it 
would not be imported—if it were not 
imported, it would not be raiſed—and 
ik it were not raiſed, there muſt be an 
end of the whole: ſyſtem of Slavery. 
Theſe deduQions, Sir, I know are ge- 
neral, but ney ſerve to illuſtrate the 
connection 


OR 
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As Memnars of Crviz Socrery; we 


api] be ſenſible of the vaſt importance 
of Civilization. Now the continuance 
of the Stave TRADE impedes every 


degree oſ improvement that might be in- 
troduced among the natives of Africa. 


We have ſeen that the progreſs of this 
trade muſt always be in proportion to 
the encouragement which'it derives from 
the Consumzrs of Weſt India Pro- 
duce. If, then, we wiſh the. extenſion ; 


of uv MAN HAPPINES8=—if we are anxi- 


_ ous for the ſpread of the advantages of 


CIVILIZED LIT Ewe ſhall abſtain from 
the Conſumption of Weſt India Produce, 


| becauſe, under the preſent circum- : 
ſtances, ſuch conſumption muſt effectu- 


ally retard the advancement' of Know- 


_ ledge and Happineſs in Africa. 


We are called upon to abſtain from 


the uſe of Weſt India  Produce—— 


as BRITONs, friends to en FREE - 


DOM, 


bo 1 fiould, do this 1 hall 1 ek the blood uo 


theſe. men, that, have put their lives in jeopardy l. 
SLavery inconfuent with the Sp1niT of Curie. 
*TIANITY. A Sermon by Mr. Robinſon, p. 21. © 
1 2 
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The love of LI BERTV bas always been a 


diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtic of the Peo- 
ple. of this country—the man whoſe 


Pulſe does not_beat high for freedom, 
is deſtitute of the en PrixncieLy by 


which an Engliſhman differs from a 


Turk. From this principle I infer the 
Duty in the Queſtion. — 


Every friend to freedom muſt he an 


enemy to SLAvgRY—every friend to 
freedom, therefore, ſhould unite * 


oppoſition to Slavery. — 
Abſtaining from Weſt India 888 


#5, in this caſe, oppoſition to Slavery, 
and every friend to freedom is bound 
to give it his ſupport. on that ground. 
Whatever opinion he may hold of 
the efficacy of ſuch a meaſure—how 


little ſoever he may feel the. Moral 
obligation he is under ſo to do— ſtill as 
a friend to univerſal freedom, he is 


bound to cheriſh every kind 2 oppoſi- 
tion to Slavery. 

Wesr INDIA SLAVERY is the mad 
abjett in itſelf, and attended alſo with 
the moſt. Diabolical Circumſtances. The 


Arguments for its Abolition not only 
meet 
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H 49 . 
meet our Reaſon, our Humanity, and 


every Religious principle of the hu- 
man mind - but they addreſs themſelves 
to our ſeveral SExSEE. We have ſeen 
exhibited in this Hall, what was very 
properly termed, an 1KoN argument *, 


| that no friend to freedom can reſiſ.— 
for he cannot ſurely look with indi- 


ference on ſuch a ſtate of ſervitude as 
this! Linzrty belongs excluſively to 
people of no particular colour, nor of 
any particular country it is an uniuer- 
al Bleſſing: the anherent Rienr of all 
men: and the friend to general free- 
dom muſt, on this principle, be an 
enemy to WzsT INDIA SLAVERY. 


. Referting to an iron a Ra which A Gentle- 


man had produced and put on in the Hall. He 
informed the Company, that it was uſual in the 


the Weſt Indies to Mask the Slaves, to prevent : 


their killing themſelves by cating dirt he obſerved 
that as the 5 of inventions were liable to be per- 
verted, ſo it had happened to this humane deſign— 
it was frequently put on the Negroes in crop time, 
left they ſhould eat the cane: and ſometimes on the 
cooks that they might not eat the /ozp—It is. in- 

deed, impoſſible for them either to ext, or x ſpeak, 


_ while the Maſk is on! 
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*'To Abſtain from the Conſumption 
of Weſt India Produce is, in my opi- 
nion, the beſt oppolition that can now 
be made to Weſt India Slavery, and 
moſt forcibly "demands our concur- 
rence” and example. The public At- 
tention is already excited—a ſpirit of 
Enquiry univerſally prevails—and the 


love of LIBERTY appears to be reviving. 
It is the duty of the friend of Free- 


dom, to fan the generous flame till 
every atom of OrrkEsslon be con- 
ſumed, and there remains no part of 


the human! race to claim his ſervices ! ! 


| 15 mould 
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 Grop the ah REY of . . — be, 
Ir one "cloſe tem of Benevoruxcs ! £ 


This Duty f the more ad. 


ing and urgent, from the diſinclination 
Which PARLIAM ENT bas ſhewn to afford 
redreſs. That true Repreſentation of 


the People, honeſtly, ſhut their ears 
againſt the voice of the moſt tragical, 


yet beſt-eftabliſhed Evipencr, that was 


ever produced for any aul on any 


oecaſion—Nay, more 


= 


5 om | 


8 In N 1e M1 conv ner birth 4 
4: To elle unſeemly, and 40 borrid mirth't | 18 
| | AE Wh 

W Th colleQion "at Facts the moſt e | 

1 niable, and at the ſame time the moſt 

ba SHOCKING that the human imagination 

— can conceive, was treated as the fabu- 

5 F lous invention of a new-fangled huma- _ 

e nity and the utmoſt efforts of the 4 

Jo moſt ſpendid talents, were of no avail — 

— againſt the vile influence of Weſt. India | 4 

I | SLAVEHO LDERS! From the vir/uous Le- 3 | 

— giflature of this country, therefore, | 

of little remains to be expected! the de- ? 

: 3 cifion of laſt year, on the Slave Trade, 
marks the character of that Aſſembly 1 

| with a preciſion not to be miſtaken ! = "I 

vain have Reason, Humanity and © Bt 
JusTICE, pleaded for the poor Ar RI bh 

1 can! It is time then that the PEOPLE = , ] 

. ſhew themſelves—it is time chat they 1 

d manifeſt to Europe and the World that =4 

of | public Sp1R1iT, that virtuous abhorrence | \ 

5s of Stavery—to which a Bnirisn The: | 2 

, NATE is unable or unwilling | 2 b 

. . 1 | 

w | 

In | 


+ 28 5 
If ba Six: are the 1 En 


Conſumption of . Weſt India Produce, 


they muſt—be felt in all their benign 
and extenſive influence, by every FE- 
MALE breaſt ! * 

553 poſſible, Sir, that the LaDiEs of 
SH.  Enciaxv, poſſeſſing a ſenſe of Virtue, 
11 | of Honour, and of Sympathy beyond 


** moſe of any other nation is it poſſible 
5 1 | for THEM to encourage ThE. "SLAVE 
A /Trxave SORE 


Can they perſiſt in the us: of an Ar 
ticle, obtained at the expence of the 


RO fellow creatures! 4 
Can they think of the Fonte 


WEST INDIA Probuce, and the*cruel 


'Tzxapt be Aboliſted—and yet from 
the continuance of that traffic! 129 15 


Can 


which we ought to Abſtain from the 


they muſt, I preſume—nay, I am ſure 


* 


td | Lives - and happineſs of Mirrioxs of 


3 ſublting between the conſumer of 


4 | 2 | Means by which it is eee 
LE, 1 Te ef that Produce ! | | | 
x i 5 5 "Can they hear the Voice of Hows. | 
"| 5 NIV, demanding that the SLave 


„ 
— - 


m Can they feel the mild influence of "143 

ie | CnaisrianiTy—and not af upon it! - 

e, Are they alive to the enjoyment of 

re. the bleſſings of Social Lirz—and 

zn yet dead to the pangs of parting REI A- , 

E— | T1vss—MoTHERS tornfrom their Cnil- } 
PRENEWi1ves ſevered from their Hus- 4 

of | nraxns—and the violation of AL THE 0, 

4e, TENDER TIES OF. BLOOD—Which this <A 

nd - inhuman traffic occaſions !—Iuross1- 

le BLE!— | 

vs ; | 


In Teen 'tis graceſul 40 DISSOLVE AT Wor, 
* fron the SMALLEST VIOLENCE 22 


he They are univerſally confidelind as the 1 
of p Movers of every juſt and virtuous ſen. - _ 
8 timent— and we naturally look yp to 
D them as Par ERS in all the ſofter Vrr. 
of tues. Their ExAur LE, therefore, in bw 
1el | AB$TAINING FROM THE USE Of WEST | 
wt . iN DA PRopuct---muſt filence every 

murmurmuſt refute every objection 3 
* and render the performance of tje 
** Duty as UNIVERSAL as their InzLv- HY 4 
We BNCE | e IP 5 : | 
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